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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


To  the  New  Windsor  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fourteenth 
Annual  Report,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  have 
much  satisfaction  in  pointing  to  the  evidence  which  it  con¬ 
tains  of  the  excellent  sanitary  condition  of  the  town. 

The  mean  population  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1895  population, 
may  be  estimated  at  13,636. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  325  (160  males  Births, 
and  165'  females),  being  23  in  excess  of  the  mean  annual 
number  during  the  ten  years  1885 — 1894.  The  birth-rate 
was  25*7  per  1,000  persons  living,  while  in  England  and 
Wales  it  was  30 ‘3. 

The  number  of  deaths ,  corrected  in  respect  of  those  Deaths, 
which  occurred  in  the  Windsor  Royal  Infirmary  and  in  the 
Union  Workhouse,  was  195,  being  5  less  than  the  mean 
annual  number  during  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  actual  death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  was  15*4;  Death-rate, 
but  corrected,  as  for  purposes  of  comparison  it  should  be,  in 
respect  of  local  variations  from  the  normal  standard  of  age 
distribution,  the  figure  would  be  16 '8,  as  against  18.7  for 
England  and  Wales. 
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Mortality  at 
several  Ages. 


Age  at  Death. 

Deaths  of 
Infants. 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Measles. 

Diarrhoea. 


Table  II.,  by  the  aid  of  which  this  last  correction  is 
made,  shows  the  rates  cf  mortality  at  the  several  periods  of 
infancy,  growth ,  maturity ,  and  old  age.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  year  was  very  fatal  to  persons  of  advanced  age. 
This  result  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  concurrent  influence  of 
the  inclement  weather  of  the  first  quarter  and  the  severe 
epidemic  of  influenza. 

9  he  mean  age  at  death  was  forty-two  years  four 
months. 

Of  infants  under  twelve  months  old,  41  died,  or  12*6 
per  cent,  of  those  born.  During  the  preceding  ten  years 
the  mean  rate  was  112.  ;  but  in  England  and  Wales  the 
rate  during  1895  was  16*1. 

The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  the  cause  of  21 
deaths.  The  rate  per  1,000  persons  was  D7,  while  in  the 
country  generally  it  was  2*2. 

These  21  deaths  include  three  from  diphtheria  and 
croup ,  three  from  measles ,  six  from  whooping  cough ,  and  nine 
from  diarrhoea.  There  was  no  death  from  small-pox ,  scarlet 
fever  or  typhoid  fever. 

Scarlet  fever  has  for  many  years  past  assumed  a  very 
mild  type.  Thus  during  the  last  four  years,  among  123 
cases  of  sickness  notified,  only  three  were  fatal ;  and  during 
the  last  fifteen  years  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease  was  no  more  than  seven.  It  is  satisfactory,  also,  to 
to  be  able  to  point  out  that  with  the  imperfect  means  of 
isolation  available  in  our  district  we  have  succeeded  in  pre¬ 
venting,  during  the  past  year,  the  extension  to  Windsor  of 
the  epidemic  which  prevailed  in  the  adjoining  district. 

Of  typhoid  fever  there  were  five  cases. 

Whooping  cough  was  prevalent  during  the  early  months 
of  the  year  ;  and  measles  in  the  autumn. 

Diarrhoea  was  very  fatal  to  young  children,  as  it  always 
is  at  the  close  of  a  hot  and  dry  summer. 

Influenza ,  which  was  present  in  the  town  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year,  spread  with  great  rapidity  and  virulence 
immediately  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  severe  frost.  This 


Influenza. 


o 


was  the  sixth  epidemic  of  the  disease  which  had  occurred 
since  December,  1889,  and  was  perhaps  the  worst,  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  January-February,  1892. 

The  progress  of  sanitary  improvements  during  the  past  Sanitary  im- 
year  has  been  satisfactory.  A  large  number  of  houses  of  provements. 
the  better-class  have  been  brought  up  to  the  standard  of 
modern  requirements  by  the  reconstruction  of  the  drains 
and  other  sanitary  fittings ;  and  there  is  a  more  general 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  drains  which  have  not  been 
re-laid  within  the  last  twenty  years  are  almost  certain  to  be 
faultv. 

V 

With  regard  to  the  routine  work  done,  there  is  not 
much  to  call  for  remark.  The  usual  systematic  inspection 
of  the  poorer  quarters  was  made,  and  a  few  more  or  less 
dilapidated  houses  were  found ;  but  I  did  not  observe  any 
case  which  required  proceedings  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act. 

Six  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  and  dealt  Overcrowding. 

with. 

No  instance  of  exposure  for  sale  of  unsound  food  was  Unsound  Food, 
observed. 

Three  samples  of  pump  water  were  submitted  to  me  water 
for  analysis.  All  were  found  to  be  of  fair  quality.  Analysis. 

Of  the  ivater-closets  without  water  supply,  nineteen  more 
have  been  dealt  with ;  but  the  progress  of  reform  in  this 
matter  has  been  retarded. 

The  Small-pox  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  maintained  isolation 
in  good  condition,  but,  fortunately,  no  occasion  for  the  use  of  HosPltaL 
it  arose.  , 

Seventeen  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  New  Houses, 
but  the  need  for  dwellings  of  a  cheaper  sort,  available  for 
labourers  of  the  poorest  class,  still  remains;  and  I  am 
convinced  that  a  block  of  buildings  containing  a  number  of 
decent  and  wholesome  tenements  could  be  constructed  so  as 
not  only  to  confer  a  boon  on  the  class  for  whom  it  was 
provided,  but  also  to  yield  a  fair  return  on  the  capital 
expended. 
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Public  Baths. 


The  want  of  Public  Baths  is  another  matter  to  which 
I  would  invite  the  attention  of  enlightened  philanthropy. 

The  usual  tables  are  appended. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CASEY,  M.D. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Park  Street,  Windsor. 
March  ls£,  1896. 


7 


TABLE  I. 


Showing  the  Number  and  Rates  of  Births  and  of  Deaths,  from  all  causes 
and  from  several  causes,  in  the  year  1895,  and  during  the  preceding 
ten  years. 


Year 

Mean 

. 

1895. 

1885-94. 

Estimated  Population  . 

12,636 

Births,  Number . 

325 

301.9 

Rate  per  1,000  persons . 

25-7 

24-2 

Deaths,  Number  (corrected) . 

195 

199-8 

Rate  per  1,000  persons . 

15-4 

16- 

Deaths  of  Infants,  Number  . 

41 

33-9 

Rate  per  1,000  born  . 

126-3 

112-3 

Deaths  from  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  Number 

21 

16-1 

Rate  per  1,000  persons . 

1-7 

1;3 

Deaths  from  Phthisis,  Number  . . 

19 

21-4 

Rate  per  1,000  persons . 

1-5 

1-7 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &c.,  Number 

24 

38-8 

Rate  per  1,000  persons . 

1-9 

3-1 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases,  Number . 

17 

15-4 

Rate  per  1,000  persons . 

1-3 

1-2 

Mean  Age  at  Death  . 

42y.  4m. 

39y.  8m. 

TABLE  II. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  and  the  Rates  of  Mortality  at  several 

Life-periods. 


AGES. 

1895. 

Mean 

1885-94. 

N  umber 
Living. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths, 

Number. 

0 —  5  Years  . 

1,180 

55 

46'6 

56-8 

5 — 25  Years  . 

5,267 

18 

3-4 

19 

25 — 65  Years  . 

5,546 

55 

9-9 

67-5 

65  Years  and  upwards... 

643 

67 

104-2 

56-1 
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TABLE  III. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Cases  notified,  and  of  Deaths  from  the  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  year  1895,  and  during  the  preceding  ten 
years. 

« j 


1895. 

1885-94. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Deaths. 

Small-pox  . 

0 

0 

O 

O 

Diphtheria  . 

12 

2 

17 

Croup  . 

0 

1 

14 

Measles  . 

— 

3 

31 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

6 

31 

Scarlet  Fever . 

12 

0 

4 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

5 

0 

12 

Diarrhoea  . 

— 

9 

57 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

i 

Erysipelas  . 

15 

1 

10 

Influenza  . 

9 

14 

TABLE  IV. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  during  each  Month  of  the  year  1895 
and  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 


1895. 

Ten  Years. 
1885-94. 

January  . 

17  • 

232 

February  . 

24 

171 

March . 

36 

216 

April  . 

14 

164 

May . . 

15 

154 

June  . 

9 

168 

July  . 

11 

161 

August  . 

19 

159 

September  . 

20 

122 

October  . 

9 

144 

November  . . . 

( 

155 

December  . . . 

13 

183 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


For  the  Year  ending  Dec.  31,  1895. 


To  the  New  Windsor  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  following  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  work  of  your  Inspector  during  the  year  1895. 

A  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  made  as  to  the  following 


localities  : — 

No.  of  times 
inspected. 


Albert  Terrace  .  1 

Adelaide  Square  .  2 

Acre  Passage .  2 

Alma  Road  .  1 

Alma  Cottages  .  2 

Arthur  Road .  1 

Bridgewater  Terrace .  3 

Brunswick  Cottages .  1 

Clarence  Clump  .  4 

Church  Street  .  1 

Claremont  Road  .  1 

Church  Lane .  1 

Dagmar  Road  .  2 

Datchet  Road  .  1 

Distil  House  Row .  2 

Devereux  Road .  1 

Great  Western  Place  ...  2 

Helena  Road .  1 

King’s  Terrace  .  1 

Keppel  Row  .  2 

King’s  Road  .  1 


No,  of  times 
inspected. 


Market  Street  .  2 

Oxford  Road  .  1 

Prince  Consort  Cottages..  1 

Park  Street  .  1 

Peascod  Place  .  2 

River  Street .  2 

Red  Lion  Row .  3 

South  Place  .  2 

St.  Mark’s  Place  .  1 

St  Mark's  Road  .  1 

Sydney  Place  .  3 

Trinity  Place  .  1 

i/ 

Thames  Side  .  1 

Victoria  Cottages .  2 

Wellington  Square  .  4 

William  Street .  1 

Waterloo  Square  .  3 

York  Place  .  1 

Charles  Street  . 1 

Garden  Court  .  3 

Spital  Road  .  1 
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55 


>5 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


House-to-house  inspection  as  to  the  followin 
premises 

Special  visitations  on  complaint 
Re -inspections 
House  drains  unstopped 
New  House  drains  provided... 

ventilated 
repaired 
re -constructed 
tested  ... 

Inlets  to  drains  provided  with  traps 
Bell  traps  abolished  ...  ,  ... 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ... 

Water  Closets  unstopped 
Improved  ventilation  to  w.c.’s  provided 
Water  Closets  provided  with  water  and  flush  appai 
flushing  apparatus  repaired  . 
additional  provided  ... 
removed 
cleansed 

Waste  Pipes  to  baths  properly  trapped 

sinks  ,, 

lavatories  ... 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains 
Over-flow  pipes  from  cisterns,  the  like 
Cisterns  cleansed 

Houses  provided  with  water  direct  from  mains 
Damp  houses  improved 
Houses,  new  floors  provided  or  repaired 
Houses,  unprovided  ventilation  provided  . 

Houses,  yard  pavings  to,  amended  ... 

Houses,  rain  water  pipes  restored  ... 

House  roofs  impaired 

Houses,  rooms  of,  cleansed  and  limewhited 
Foul  deposits  removed 
Foul  ditches  cleansed 
Overcrowding  in  houses  abated 


cr 

to 


number  of 


j? 


5  5 


55 


55 


55 


55 


at  us 


988 

112 

496 

41 

26 

33 

27 

9 

15 
25 
2 
*  5 
31 
2 

19 

13 

3 

1 

56 

5 

12 

8 

15 


1 


6 

9 

13 

13 

6 

22 

26 

19 

64 

2 

2 

6 


12 


Slaughterhouses  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infected  bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  he  a  nuisance  and  abated  ...  ...  ...  7  ‘ 

Infectious  diseases  cases  dealt  with. . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Booms,  bedding,  Ac.,  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . : .  4 

A  general  inspection  of  the  courts  and  squares  has  been  made 
each  month. 

A  special  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  public  and  private 
schools. 

The  almshouses  have  been  inspected. 

The  dairies  and  milksellers’  premises  have  been  inspected  ...  twice 
The  bake-houses  have  been  inspected. . .  ...  ...  ...  twice 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  several  times 
each  month. 

The  common  lodging  houses  have  been  frequently  inspected. 

New  houses  have  been  inspected  during  their  erection  and 
the  drains  tested.  The  number  passed  during  the  year  is  ...  17 

Letters  written  asking  for  abatement  of  nuisances...  ...  96 

Informations  as  ■  to  nuisances ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Reports  as  to  water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

i 

In  no  case  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings 
to  procure  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

During  the  past  year  a  large  number  of  the  better-class  of 
old  houses  have  been  provided  with  new  drains  and  modern  sanitary 
fittings.  A  good  portion  of  the  time  of  your  Inspector  has  been 

taken  up  in  the  supervision  of  these  new  works. 

Improvements  in  several  of  the  poorer  localities  of  your  district 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year. 

The  market  and  shops  have  been  kept  under  supervision.  No 
bad  meat,  fish,  fruit,  or  any  article  of  food  unfit  for  human 
consumption  has  been  found  exposed  for  sale. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


S.  W.  MELLOWS,  C.S.I.S.E., 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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